Hosea 11:3-4
3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk,
   I took them up in my arms;
   but they did not know that I healed them. 
4 I led them with cords of human kindness,
   with bands of love.
I was to them like those
   who lift infants to their cheeks.
   I bent down to them and fed them. 
Isaiah 66:13
13 As a mother comforts her child,
   so I will comfort you;
   you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
Isaiah 42:14
14 For a long time I have held my peace,
   I have kept still and restrained myself;
now I will cry out like a woman in childbirth,
   I will gasp and pant.
Luke 13:34
34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
Luke 15:8-10
The Parable of the Lost Coin
8 ‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’
John 3:3-10
3Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ 5Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 9Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ 10Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
Isaiah 46: 3-4

“Listen to me, house of Leah, Rachel, and Jacob,

and the remnant of the house of Israel:

I carried you from your conception,

I supported you from your birth;

and even when you are old, I am with you,

and when your hair turns gray I will carry you still.

I created you and I will carry you;

I will sustain you and I will save you.

Deuteronomy 32:18

You deserted the Rock who gave you life;

you forgot the God who bore you;

Genesis 1:27

Humankind was created as God's reflection:

in the divine image God created them;

female and male, God made them.

Hosea 13:8

Like a bear robbed of her cubs,

I will attack them and tear them asunder

Isaiah 66:12

For thus says YHWH

“I will spread peace over her like a river,

and wealth of the nations

like an overflowing torrent.

As nurslings, you will be carried in her arms,

and fondled in her lap;

as a mother comforts her child

so will I comfort you;

in Jerusalem you will find your comfort.”

Proverbs 8:22-36

YHWH gave birth to me at the beginning, before the acts of creation

James 18

God willingly gave birth to us with a word spoken in truth, so that we may be, as it were, the firstfruits of God's creatures.

1 Peter 2:2-3

Like newborn babies, be hungry for nothing but milk—the pure milk of the word that will make you grow into salvation, now that you have “tasted that our God is good.”

What do these female images teach us about our relationship to God?
What do female images teach us about the nature of God?
How do these images excite or discomfort you?
Metaphors help us both understand God and encounter God. How do these scriptures do that?
